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YELLOWKNIFE, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
 

Thursday, October 29, 2009 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Mr. Abernethy, Mr. Beaulieu, Ms. Bisaro, Mr. Bromley, Hon. Paul Delorey, Mrs. 
Groenewegen, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Jacobson, Mr. Krutko, Hon. Sandy Lee, Hon. Bob 
McLeod, Hon. Michael McLeod, Hon. Robert McLeod, Mr. Menicoche, Hon. Michael 
Miltenberger, Mr. Ramsay, Mr. Yakeleya  
 
     The House met at 13:34 p.m. 
 

Prayer 
---Prayer 
SPEAKER (Hon. Paul Delorey):  Good afternoon, colleagues.  Welcome back to the 
House. Welcome to our visitors as well.  Orders of the day.  Item 2, Ministers’ 
statements. The honourable Minister of Industry, Tourism and Investment, Mr. Bob 
McLeod. 

Ministers’ Statements 
MINISTER’S STATEMENT 24-16(4): 

MACKENZIE GAS PROJECT 
HON. BOB MCLEOD:  Mr. Speaker, since the Joint Review Panel hearings concluded 
almost two years ago, preparations have been made to ensure that the Government of 
the Northwest Territories has all the necessary tools to participate and represent the 
best interests of Northerners and the regulatory process of this highly anticipated 
project. 
We are nearing the end of the environmental assessment review process. The Joint 
Review Panel will be releasing its report and recommendations in two short months. 
As we speak, much work has been underway to get ready for the release of this report.  
A Joint Review Panel review team has been established to coordinate the Government 
of the Northwest Territories review to the recommended measures. Even today, Mr. 
Speaker, Environment and Natural Resources employees are meeting in Calgary to 
discuss important issues regarding the Mackenzie Gas Project Joint Review Panel. We 
will have a short window to consider the Joint Review Panel report so we are ensuring 
we are ready to hit the ground running. 
Based on the timeline for release of the Joint Review Panel report, the National Energy 
Board recently announced it intends to hear final arguments on the Mackenzie Gas 
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Project application in April 2010. The National Energy Board has indicated that they will 
deliver their reasons for decision in September 2010. 
We anticipate that, following a positive decision by the National Energy Board, receipt of 
a number of regulatory permits and updating of their financial analysis, the Mackenzie 
Gas Project proponents will be in a position to make a decision to construct by late 
2011. 
With a positive decision by the proponents, our expectation is that construction on this 
unprecedented project will begin immediately. Gas is expected to flow from the 
Mackenzie Gas Project by 2016. 
As you all know, up to this point significant human and financial resources have been 
invested to support our residents, businesses, aboriginal organizations and 
communities to help develop the necessary capacity that will allow them to take full 
advantage of the benefits generated by the project. 
Apart from its numerous economic benefits, which I have emphasized time and again, 
this project also has environmental benefits which we must consider. 
In North America, the completion of the Mackenzie Gas Project will help displace other 
fossil fuels that produce much more significant greenhouse gas emissions. 
It is imperative that this cleaner fuel be brought to market to contribute to the battle on 
climate change. 
It is encouraging to see the sustained efforts of federal Environmental Minister Prentice 
to ensure the smooth development and a fruitful conclusion to the fiscal discussions 
between the Government of Canada and the project proponents. As reported in the 
media earlier this week and confirmed to us by the federal government, these 
negotiations continue. 
We also commend the Northwest Territories Chamber of Commerce and their success 
in having the Canadian Chamber adopt a significant resolution of support for the 
Mackenzie Gas Project and maximizing First Nations’ involvement. This work will help 
keep the profile of this project at the highest levels in the business community and on 
the national stage. 
Also more evidence that things are moving in the right direction is the recently 
concluded access and benefits agreement of the K’asho Got’ine district in the Sahtu 
region. This means that only one more access and benefits agreement needs to be 
signed in order to ensure that all affected regions secure enhanced benefits along the 
pipeline corridor. 
We remain hopeful that the Dehcho First Nations will also participate fully in the 
Aboriginal Pipeline Group and thus realize significant and long-term economic return 
from this project through direct ownership. 
This project is another opportunity to ensure a positive future for our children.  It is the 
first step of what promises to be an unprecedented era of prosperity and stability in our 
part of Canada. 
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As we reach the conclusion of the regulatory process, I invite all Members to join me in 
confirming our commitment to the economic future of the Northwest Territories and the 
environmental benefits that this project will bring. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER:  Thank you, Mr. McLeod. The honourable Minister responsible for 
Municipal and Community Affairs, Mr. Robert McLeod. 

MINISTER’S STATEMENT 25-16(4): 
UPDATE ON NWTHC’S 2009-10 CAPITAL DELIVERY 

HON. ROBERT MCLEOD:  Mr. Speaker, I rise today to provide an update on the 
delivery of the Northwest Territories Housing Corporation’s capital acquisition plan for 
2009-10. In May the governments of Canada and the Northwest Territories announced 
in excess of $117 million in investments in housing in the Northwest Territories over the 
next two years. These investments are intended to be an economic stimulus and job 
creation initiative, as well as an important investment in social housing. 
As Members are aware, this funding has been characterized as “use it or lose it” as all 
funds must be committed by March 31, 2011, or we risk having them clawed back by 
Canada. We take this risk very seriously, Mr. Speaker, and I am pleased to inform this 
House that our successes and progress to date leave me very confident that every 
dollar announced by both levels of government will be invested in our communities 
through new housing construction and the renovation and retrofit of existing units. 
As of today, nearly 400 housing projects have been completed or are under 
construction in our communities. This represents 67 percent of our planned delivery for 
this construction year. Housing construction and repair activity is ongoing in all our 
communities. New public housing replacement units have been provided in Yellowknife, 
Fort Simpson, Hay River, Lutselk’e and Aklavik. New homeownership units have been 
completed in Whati, Fort Liard and Fort Smith among other communities, while major 
modernization and improvements to public housing have been completed in Behchoko, 
Fort Providence, Wrigley and Tuktoyaktuk. 
Every community in our Territory will see investments in housing through this 
construction initiative. We will replace existing units through the Public Housing 
Program, as well as provide homeownership opportunities through our Housing Choices 
programs. The NWTHC is currently accepting applications for its Housing Choices 
programs, and residents are encouraged to contact the Housing Corporation office in 
their region to make an appointment to apply for assistance. 
Dwellings constructed or repaired must be built to a high standard of energy efficiency. 
The NWT Housing Corporation’s new EnerGuide 80 housing designs will exceed the 
minimum standards being asked for by Canada. Our new construction standards, 
together with the energy audits sand retrofits that are schedule to be completed this 
year, are an important part of the Housing Corporations contribution to achieving the 
16th Assembly’s goal of an environment that will sustain present and future generations. 
Mr. Speaker, our investments in housing over the next two years will go a long way in 
achieving the goals we have set out as the 16th Assembly to improve the lives of our 
residents now and into the future. Housing is a key contributor to the goals of 
sustainable, vibrant and safe communities, environmental sustainability, improved 




